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POLICY FOR CHILDREN STARTING SCHOOL 

December 2008
CHILDREN STARTING SCHOOL IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE
It is the policy of governors and staff to welcome children into school before the official start date to familiarise them with:-

· Staff

· Buildings, grounds and the classrooms

· Other children

· Resources

APPROACH

The school has good links with Biggins Nursery in Newbiggin, which is our main feeder nursery. We organise a number of events for the new starters to meet and develop friendships with the current Reception children and to become familiar with staff and the school building, including
· Going to Biggins for a Christmas crafts and play session. 
· Inviting the new starters to the school Christmas play. 
· Individual invitations to school for a visit with their parents where they are shown around the building and can meet the staff. 
· During the summer term, children from Biggins or home are invited to come as a group for a play session in Class One to meet the teachers and their classmates. 
· Reception children walk from school to Biggins Nursery with Mrs Oram and Mrs Tringham for a play session. 
· New starters are invited to Ravenstonedale School sports day. 
The nursery and school also make each other aware of any other events that the children can get together to share, for example carol singing or visitors. Children who do not attend Biggins nursery are also invited to these events.
Parents are given a school prospectus when they apply for a place at Ravenstonedale School.
During the summer term, a Class 1 teacher will visit each new child at home. The teacher will-

· Give each child a book bag containing a home-school book and an information booklet providing parents with information about school contacts, PE kit, induction timetable and other necessary information as set out in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.
· Discuss any questions or concerns parents may have.

· Discuss any issues, allergies, medical conditions, dietary requirements or special needs etc the school needs to be made aware of.

· Ask parents whether their child intends to have school dinners.

· Check parents have ordered or know how to order any school uniform they want to purchase with the school logo on.

· Make parents aware of the induction timetable and what the expectations in school are. 
The governing body expect that on admission to the Reception class, children will be able to:

· Dress and undress themselves 

· Put on and fasten coats and shoes

· Use the toilet unaided

· Use a knife and fork.

INDUCTION TIMETABLE

The induction timetable for the Autumn Term is as follows-

Week 1
NO RECEPTION. Year 1&2 children in school only.
Week 2
Reception children attend school 9.00am until 12.00pm.
Week 3
Reception children attend school 9.00am until 1.00pm. Children will eat dinner in school before going home.

Week 4
9.00am to 3.30pm. Children will attend school full-time from now on.

Parents will be given the details of this timetable when a teacher visits them for the home visit. It is also included in the school admission information they receive. This approach works successfully as a gentle induction to school life and allows the class teacher time to settle the older children back into school before new children arrive.

All children are treated as individuals and Ravenstonedale School understands that some children can find this time exhausting as they become used to the changes in their routine. On occasion, staff and parents may discuss the option of a different induction timetable. The rights of the parents and carers are respected if they feel that their child may benefit from further part-time attendance and this issue can be discussed and individual decisions made. Any course of action will be a joint decision between staff and parents to determine actions in the best interests of the child concerned.
Parents are always welcome in school to view work or discuss their child and school. We run an open-door policy and are happy to speak to parents after school or on the telephone. On occasion, an appointment may have to be made if an immediate response is not possible. Before school is a difficult time for the teachers to have discussions with parents as they must prepare for lessons and register the children, but written notes at this time of day can be very helpful and the teacher will respond to these.
Towards the end of the Autumn Term, parents and carers will be invited to an informal parents evening to discuss how their child has settled in and any other issues. There is a further parents’ evening in the Spring Term. Children will also receive a written school report during the summer term.

CHILDREN ENTERING SCHOOL IN OTHER YEAR GROUPS
An initial visit to school is arranged when parents and children can meet the school staff, children, look round school and see the resources. Parents are provided with a school prospectus.
If it can be arranged, children are welcome to spend time in school prior to admission.

New children will be given a book bag containing a home-school book.
A responsible child of a similar age will be given the role of ‘buddy’ to encourage the new child through the first few days of school and assist with the routine, where to find things and to help develop friendships.

Records and reports are passed on from school to school and when possible we may contact a previous school to learn as much as we can about a new child. The intention is to make the transition from one school as smooth and painless as possible.

Policy written by___________________________

Date_____________________________________

Accepted by the Governors __________________

Date for Review ___________________________

Chairperson
_____________________________

Headteacher
_____________________________
