I.C.T. Policy Ravenstonedale Primary School
Aims and objectives
 Through teaching and using ICT, Ravenstonedale School equips children to participate in a rapidly-changing world where work and leisure activities are increasingly transformed by technology. We enable pupils to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information. We also focus on developing the skills necessary for children to be able to use information and technology in a discriminating and effective way. ICT skills are a major factor in enabling children to be confident, creative and independent learners and citizens.

The aims of ICT at Ravenstonedale School are:

• to enable children to confidently, capably and creatively use ICT in their learning and everyday lives, 

•to enhance learning and increase motivation across the curriculum so the children enjoy and achieve their full potential,
• to teach the children to use ICT safely and responsibly
•to encourage children to develop the ICT skills they will need as adults to become responsible world citizens
Teaching and learning style 

The teaching style that we adopt is as active and practical as possible. We give children direct instruction on how to use hardware or software in ‘skills’ lessons and use ICT skills to support teaching across the curriculum. ICT is an integral part of the whole school curriculum.

Children in school have widely differing ICT abilities. This is especially true in the earlier years when some children have access to ICT equipment at home, while others do not. We teach ICT to all children, whatever their ability. ICT forms part of our school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children . We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of all children. The use of ICT can have a considerable impact on the motivation for children to learn and  to the quality of work that children produce; it increases their confidence and motivation. When planning work in ICT, we take into account the targets in the children’s Individual Education Plans (IEPs).  We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, by:

•setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

•setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks);

•grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group;

 •taking into account any individual education plans, statements or special needs a child may have;

•providing resources of different complexity that are matched to the ability of the child;

•using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or groups of children as needed.

ICT curriculum planning
ICT contributes to teaching and learning in all curriculum areas. The school follows the requirements set out in the National Curriculum for planning, sometimes adapting the QCA published schemes.  All subjects are now taught in thematic units as far as is possible. ICT is included in this. 

Long term planning maps the ICT topics that the children study in each term during each key stage. The children also study ICT as part of their work in other subject areas. Our long-term ICT plan shows how National Curriculum learning Intentions are met across the two classes, and how these fit together to ensure progression within the curriculum plan. The long term plans are on a two year rotational cycle to ensure that the National Curriculum is covered without repeating topics in mixed age classes.
Medium-term plans identify the key learning objectives and when these will be taught  in each half term. 

The class teacher is responsible for writing the short-term plans with the ICT component of each lesson. These plans list the specific learning objectives of each lesson. The class teacher keeps these individual plans and s/he and the ICT subject leader discuss them on an informal basis. 

The topics studied in ICT are planned to build upon prior learning. While we offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, we also build planned progression into the schemes of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.
When using the internet, Class 1 children are allowed to play games on the internet. These games are checked by school staff and are available through links on the school website. Class 1 and 2 search for pictures and information as part of their lessons. Children are taught to check ‘facts’ they read and look at the possible bias of a source before accepting them. Homework and fun tasks on the internet are provided to enhance the children’s learning and are available through the relevant links on the school website. We teach internet safety as an ongoing part of the curriculum.  We regularly inform parents and children about the dangers the internet can pose. All school computers have filters to restrict materials users may access. 
Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage children are taught to use ICT in the classroom as an integral part of their learning. We relate the ICT aspects of the children’s work to the relevant objectives set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage. The children have many opportunities to use the computers and internet, listening station, video camera, electrical toys and a digital camera and other ICT resources. 
 Assessment 
Pupils’ progress is closely monitored by class teachers through formal and informal assessments. At the end of each term, each pupil will be levelled for their attainment.  This class record is kept in the class Assessment Folder.  Examples of work can be found in children’s books, in their personal file on children on samba, or in the class assessment folder.

Monitoring and review
 The monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in ICT is the responsibility of the ICT coordinator and the Leadership Team.   Along with the head and ICT governor, the ICT coordinator is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of ICT, for keeping informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The ICT coordinator discusses the ICT situation and any  the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement with the head teacher as necessary. The ICT subject leader has specially-allocated time for reviewing samples of the children’s work, discussing planning and observing the teaching of ICT.
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