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Ravenstonedale School Foundation Stage Policy


STATEMENT OF BELIEF

At Ravenstonedale School we believe that the Foundation Stage is important in its own right and is vital preparation for the remainder of the child’s life. We aim to help children achieve outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.
Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the development of Foundation Stage children at Ravenstonedale School. The EYFS applies to children from birth to the end of their reception year and at  Ravenstonedale school children join us at the beginning of the school year in which they are five. Previous to this they have had their Foundation Stage education at home, child minders, pre-school or nursery.  Many of our children come to us having had experiences at Biggins Nursery or other pre-school settings. In the Foundation Stage, development matters show progression towards the Early Learning Goals which set out the expectations for children by the end of the Foundation Stage. At the beginning of Year 1 children begin Key Stage 1 and follow the National Curriculum  if they are ready and able to.

Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. The Foundation Stage education we offer our children is based on the following principles:

· it builds on what our children already know and can do;

· it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;

· it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;

· it provides a rich and stimulating environment.


Aims of the Foundation Stage


The curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, promoting and developing children’s:

· personal, social and emotional well-being;

· communication, language and literacy skills

· problem solving, reasoning and numeracy skills;

· knowledge and understanding of the world;

· physical development;

· creative development.

· These areas are provided through a well rounded and carefully planned curriculum that includes planned, purposeful play.

· We believe that personal, social and emotional well being is a vital pre-requite to developing children’s learning in all other curriculum areas. We put this into practice by carefully planned induction arrangements; use of circle time, involvement in class and school councils; working with different children in different types of groupings; ensuring children take responsibility for their own environment; involving children in the setting of PSHE targets and implementing a PSHE curriculum.

Teaching and learning style

3.1 
At Ravenstonedale School we believe that young children learn through direct experience and first hand observation. They need opportunities to explore, interact with others, talk and play.  At Ravenstonedale School this will include opportunities to work with their peers and older children within the classroom setting.

The features of effective teaching and learning that particularly relate to the Foundation Stage are:

The more general features of good practice in our school that relate to the 

Foundation Stage are:

The provision of lively and varied activities that are carefully planned to enable children to develop in their learning and which actively promote the achievement of early learning goals.

The provision for children to take part in activities which build on and extend their interests and which develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities.

The understanding all staff have of how young children develop and learn, and how this in turn, affects our teaching.

The range of approaches used that provide first hand experiences, give clear explanations make appropriate interventions and extend and  develop play by talk or other means of communication
The promotion of positive attitudes and confidences to learn by providing a safe, secure and happily environment with positive role models that encourage children to communicate and talk about their learning, and so develop independence and self management.

Provision of sa stimulating, colourful, interactive and useable environment that promotes exploration and learning, both indoors and out, that the children can use and take care of.

A close partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school and so identification of the progress and future learning needs of each children can be regularly shared with parents and carers.

· clear aims for our work, and the regular monitoring to evaluate and improve what we do;

· the regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the Foundation Stage.

4
Play in the Foundation Stage

4.1
Through play our children explore and investigate and this helps them to make sense of the world. Through play they practise and build up ideas, and learn self control and understand the need for rules. Play gives them the chance to think creatively, communicate, investigate and solve problems alongside other children as well as on their own. Play gives them the opportunity to discover and explore feelings and experiences in a safe and controlled situation. Play is invaluable to young children's development and is therefore used as a learning tool in our school.

ORGANISATION

Staffing:- At Ravenstonedale School the Foundation Stage is taught alongside Years 1 and 2 in a mixed age class. (Previous to the reception Year the group attends one of several groups managed by qualified teachers and we foster links with these settings 
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